








PROJECTS

Love is
Energy

WRITER/DIRECTOR: Barbara Zemljic
PRODUCERS: Lotta-Kaisa Riistakoski
and Elari Lend

ADDITIONAL COLLABORATORS:
PRODUCERS: Branislav Srdi¢ (Aatalanta) and
Klemen Dvornik (Filmservis), both Slovenia

SYNOPSIS

Absurd and edgy love story with a lot of comic
relief. Lucky is a pretty ordinary guy who acquires
a special ability as he falls madly in love with
eco-scientist Evica: he can suddenly produce
electricity by masturbating. All he wants is to
start a family and never masturbate again but
his body cannot produce energy through sexual
intercourse. Evica decides the two of them must
sacrifice their relationship in order to help the
Earth and humanity. They set up a factory to
harness more energy, but Lucky is the only one
with the special ability. He shoots to fame, only
to lose his powers, which puts Evica's love to the
test. Does she love the ability or the person?

STATUS
In development (3rd draft treatment)

Seeking development funding and
co-producing partners
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Barbara Zemlji¢
WRITER / DIRECTOR / SLOVENIA

After graduating in Philosophy from the
University of Ljubljana, Barbara took a
BA in Film and Television Directing at
the city's Academy for Theatre, Radio,
Film and Television.

She has been working for RTV,
Slovenia's national broadcaster, since
1999 as an assistant director and, since
2005, as a director and screenwriter.
She has written and directed several
shorts and directed ten documentaries.
Her live television output is vast, with
directing credits for more than 20
different formats, ranging from one
season to six years. In 2010, while
attending ENGAGE, Barbara wrote,
stage-managed and directed Slovenia's
premier award show, The Victors, and
also found the time to co-write and
act in a supporting role in the feature
comedy Panem et circenses, which is
due for release in April 2011.

Alongside her work at RTV,
Barbara is in preparation for a short film
shoot, Play it Again, while continuing to
work on the development of her feature
project, Love is Energy.

“The programme
has helped me
tremendously...”

“The programme

has helped me
tremendously, especially
in terms of script
doctoring and feedback
on my feature treatment.
[ have also gained a

lot of knowledge about
co-production and
micro-budget feature
productions, not to
mention meeting many
extremely talented
mentors, writers,
directors and producers
with whom [ am still
engaging in both a
social and professional
capacity.”

CONTACT:
www.barbarazemljic.com

PARTICIPANTS

Elari Lend probucer/ esTonia

Elariis currently finishing his studies
at the Baltic Film and Media School
in Tallinn. Over the last two years,
he has produced a number of shorts
and commercials and worked as 1st
Assistant Director and Production
Assistant on several short and feature
films in Estonia.
Outside of his ENGAGE activities,
Elari is busy developing a creative
documentary about people who were
deported from Estonia to Siberia
in 1941, a project scheduled for
production in the summer of 2011. Elari
is hoping to put his ENGAGE experience to the test in his
quest for other European production and financing partners.

“Inspiring and encouraging...”

“ENGAGE made me realise how big and yet
how incredibly small the (film) world is. On the
one hand going out there and being successtul
feels completely hopeless, yet on the other you
never know when you might bump into the one
industry representative who has power to make
your projects happen. It made me realise how
important it is to have fresh ideas and to be able
to pitch these well at any time. The meetings
with professionals and sessions with fellow
participants were very inspiring and encouraging.

Most of all, I feel that this is just a beginning...”

Lotta-Kaisa Riistakoski rrobucker ;/ FINLAND
» See School of Sex (page 42)
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PROJECTS

Nature

of Things

WRITER: Paula Mononen
CO-PRODUCER: Jana Bebrova

SYNOPSIS

Aino is an overweight 18-year-old girl who
feels the world is against her. Her family ties
are strong, but her parents focus on Aino
and her little sister to escape from their own
marital difficulties.

What Aino wants is to be loved. She posts
an ad on a dating site and gets a reply from
Daniel, a handsome 26-year-old Nigerian
student. Aino overcomes her doubts and falls
in love with Daniel - despite her friends and
family's encouragement to stay away from
a man whose motives they all question. The
only problem is that the people who doubt
Daniel are right. But when is love ever true?

STATUS
2nd draft treatment

Seeking director, Finnish-based
production company, development
funding
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Paula Mononen
WRITER / FINLAND

Paula is a screenwriter working in both
film and television. Based in Helsinki,
she is about to graduate from Aalto
University and has a previous degree
in Finnish Literature from Helsinki
University. She is interested in telling
stories about complex characters

and developing her skills in thinking
cinematically.

Roadmarkers (2007), one of the
shorts Paula wrote while at university,
was selected for the 2008 Cannes
Film Festival, where it won 3rd Prize in
Cinéfondation. Her work in television
includes co-writing three episodes for
the third season of the series Easy
Living (Helppo eldmd), which will air in
March 2011, and a stint as a storyliner
and dialogue writer for the 2009-

10 season of the daily drama series
Salatut eldmdt.

Alongside working on the first
draft of Nature of Things, Paula
has obtained a grant from AVEK
(the Centre for the Promotion of
Audiovisual Culture) to write a three-
episode mini series for television.

“... gives you a chance to
challenge yourself and to
grow professionally...”

“ENGAGE gave me the opportunity
to meet some wonderful and
talented people and discover the
cities they live in. It's amazing
how much a project can develop
if you really commit to ENGAGE
and to the deadlines it imposes.
ENGAGE gives you a chance to
challenge yourself and to grow
professionally. I don't even hate
pitching anymore.”

CONTACT:
paula.mononen@gmail.com

ENGAGE 2010 BY NUMBERS:
40 trainers, 7 nationalities

PARTICIPANTS

Jana Bebrova
CO-PRODUCER / CZECH REPUBLIC

Jana studied at FAMU

in Prague and took on

a variety of film-related
jobs during her studies.
These included working
for film companies

such as animation and
postproduction studio
Tobogang, at the Karlovy
Vary International Film
Festival and on a Czech-
Canadian feature film
co-production. Since

her graduation, she has
been involved as Executive CONTACT:

Producer with Athanor, jana@janabebrova.cz

the production company
behind Jan Svankmajer’s films.

Alongside Nature of Things, Jana is also in
development with Binderiana, a Czech feature
film that combines animation and live action.

“... industry professionals
from all over the world...”

“ENGAGE was a great opportunity
to meet industry professionals from
all over the world and participants
from other European countries, but
also to extend my knowledge and

understanding.”
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PROJECTS

Praying

With Dona

WRITER/DIRECTOR: Salla Sorri

ADDITIONAL COLLABORATOR:
CO-WRITER: Ville Kerimaa, Finland

SYNOPSIS

A runaway schoolgirl hitchhikes towards the mythical
Arctic Ocean to meet her father and falls in love with an
older truck driver. Lili tastes the freedom she was after,
but finds herself being a stranger at her own wedding.

STATUS
Treatment
Seeking development funding

E=2010

Id

Salla Sorri WRITER / DIRECTOR / FINLAND

Salla is a Helsinki-based filmmaker with a background in
dance and communication studies. In recent years Salla
has worked on several international film projects, in both
documentary and fiction, in various capacities (gaffer,
camera, producer and screenwriter).

Salla graduated in 2009 from Aalto University
(then University of Art and Design Helsinki) with a BA in
Documentary Directing. She is particularly interested in
subjects with societal themes that reveal the points where
different discourses meet and in forms that blend the border
between documentary and fiction.

Det Dolda Rummet (2009), Salla’s latest short as a
director and cinematographer, followed the journey of
two artists aiming to paint the hidden into view. It was
commissioned and screened by Amos Anderson Art Museum
as part of their Gottberg-Kahre exhibition. She is currently
working on two short documentaries and will soon be heading
out on a recce for her first feature project as a director.

“... achance to share one's
experience and collaborate...”

“I came to ENGAGE to develop my own project
and leam how to present it well, but what I got in
addition to this was a unique chance to meet other
young enthusiastic film makers and to discover
from up close the pleasures and difficulties they
taced with their own projects. Outside of actual
film shoots, working on a film project can get

too lonely sometimes, so this chance to share
one's experience and collaborate on each other’s

projects is significant.”

www.engage.eu.com

PARTICIPANTS
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PROJECTS

School
of Sex

WRITER/PRODUCER: Lotta-Kaisa Riistakoski

SYNOPSIS

A romantic comedy about recently retired sex
worker Vicky, 54, who sets up the School of
Sex to earn a living. While teaching the secrets
of sex Vicky gets a lesson of love herself.

STATUS
Treatment

Seeking director, development funding
and co-production partners

E=2010

Lotta-Kaisa Riistakoski
WRITER / PRODUCER / FINLAND

Lotta-Kaisa is a freelance producer working in both fiction
and documentary. She has produced several short films,
documentaries and radio drama. Lotta-Kaisa is completing
her MA studies at Aalto University in Helsinki, majoring in Film
and TV Producing. Her aim is to create delightful and touching
stories with and for people who share the same passion for
moving characters and gripping storylines. Lotta-Kaisa was by
far the most prolific ENGAGE participant, attached to no less
than three projects beside School of Sex: From Dublin with
Love (see page 30), Love is Energy (see page 36) and Ugric
Tales (see page 44).

“... an excellent stepping stone to
the world of co-productions...”

“I engaged with absolutely talented film makers,
met inspiring tutors and developed really useful
contacts. ENGAGE is an excellent stepping stone

to the world of co-productions.”

CONTACT:
lottakaisa.riistakoski@gmail.com

ENGAGE 2010 BY NUMBERS:
6 feature film case studies
(2 documentary films, 4 fiction films)

www.engage.eu.com

PARTICIPANTS
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PROJECTS

PARTICIPANTS

Kristo Viiding wrITER / DIRECTOR / ESTONIA

|
Kristo trained as an actor at the Estonian Music and Theatre
Academy and has recently completed an MA in Directing at the

Baltic Film and Media School. He is currently studying at the
Escola Superior Artistica do Porto (specialising in directing,

WRITER/DIRECTOR: Kristo Viiding cinematography, and black and white photography) and working

. .. . . freel direct d actor.
PRODUCERS: Lotta-Kaisa Riistakoski and Maie Rosmann as alreelance director and actor, )
As a director who also acts (or an actor who also directs),

Kristo has been able to develop a more balanced point of view

SYNOPSIS from both sides of the camera.
A series of short films based on myths, fairytales and He recently completed the short film Amontillado, an
runic songs, dealing with the human soul's controversial adaptation of Edgar Allan Poe's ‘The Cask of Amontillado’ and is

currently in post-production with the no-budget feature Melody

untouchable, timeless nature. Those themes are portrayed " ) } ) .
P y of Melancholy. In addition, he is developing an experimental film

through the everyday life of a family, the main heroes being based on Silence and Cries (winner of the PRIX EUROPA 2010 for

the children. Travelling through time and space, gaining Best European Radio Drama) and is carrying on with his acting
knowledge of their roots and ancestors, the children work in theatre, television and film.

gradually understand the world around them - as it was,
and as it is today.

CONTACT:
v.kristo@gmail.com

“... great to meet students and
STATUS young filmmakers from other
In development countries...

“It was great to meet students and young
filmmakers from other countries who share the
same struggle to survive as independent and
original artists within mainstream filmmaking, but
ENGAGE made me reflect on whether working in
the film industry — international co-productions,
shuffling budgets, etc. —is really for me. I prefer to
see cinema as an artist’s reflection of the world.”

d Lotta-Kaisa Riistakoski Maie Rosmann
= PRODUCER / FINLAND PRODUCER / ESTONIA
» See School of Sex (page 42) » See Infaust (page 32)
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PROJECTS

Wheels

of Destiny

WRITER/DIRECTOR/PRODUCER: Sarah Gunn

SYNOPSIS

Murt and John, two 30-something best
friends are about to embark on the ride of
their life: cycling 2,100km around the coast of
Ireland. They must complete this feat in 132
hours to qualify for the Race Around Ireland;
they must do it in less if they want to win.

A motley crew of friends and family join
forces to help two friends through one of the
world's toughest cycling events. Completely
unprepared, they pull together on seeing
the amazing physical feat their two friends
are accomplishing: climbing over 17,000ft of
mountains and battling 60mph headwinds;
achieving what no-one ever really thought
possible... actually winning the race.

STATUS

In post-production: currently editing
the 35 hours of footage captured and
cutting a 23-min short to approach
TV channels

Seeking completion funding (final edit
expected February 2011)

E=2010

Sarah Gunn
WRITER / DIRECTOR / PRODUCER / IRELAND

Sarah Gunn is a writer/director who is quite new to the world
of film. After graduating with a BA in German and Russian in
2004, she moved to London to study at the London College
of Fashion. One evening, while trying to validate the point
of studying the philosophy of a projected fur revival (which
actually came true!), Sarah watched Trzaskalski's Edi. She
then spent most of the year watching films instead of cutting
mood boards.

Leaving London, she led the life of a typical Arts
student, wandering aimlessly from temp job to temp job,
until she decided to go on a cycle tour. It was during these
three months, 4,000m above sea level in the Andes and
being constantly mistaken for a man on her bike, that Sarah
resolved to start something she would finish. The following
year she was accepted onto the MA in Screenwriting at
IADT. Sarah had just embarked on a documentary project
on endurance cycling when she applied for ENGAGE; she
used the programme as the perfect guide for her first ever
feature project.

She is currently editing Wheels of Destiny while working
as Assistant Director on a short documentary. She has also
entered pre-production on a feature documentary about the
Race Across America. The film follows the partner and crew
chief of a solo competitor attempting to cycle 3,000 miles in
under 12 days. This is a much larger, international endeavour
for which Sarah is seeking production partners in the UK,
Germany and the USA. She will begin shooting in May 2011.

PARTICIPANTS

“ENGAGE
has given me
the confidence
to pursue the
projects I want
to make.”

“I came to ENGAGE with a project I was definitely making, but had no

idea how to go about making it. ENGAGE gave me the opportunity to think

about my project on a much larger scale than just a personal pet project, it

allowed me to think bigger and supported me at every stage of the process

(I finished filming just two days before the final workshop). It was also an

opportunity to learn so much about the industry in its entirety and to meet

wonderful and creative people. It has given me the confidence to pursue

projects I want to make.”

www.engage.eu.com



PROJECTS

The Win
and the

WRITERS: Eva Riley and Jenni Toivoniemi
DIRECTOR: Eva Riley

SYNOPSIS

Martin Reid leaves prison on parole after serving 13
years for the death of his father. He moves in with

his devoted and emotionally scarred younger sister
Marianne, who dotes on him. Marianne's caring side
soon turns to control as she tries to keep Martin to
herself. He struggles to cope with her demands and tries
to create a new life for himself, rekindling friendships
and starting a tentative relationship with an old school
friend. Grappling with the complexities of the world
outside prison, Martin struggles to find redemption.

STATUS
In development (1st draft treatment)

Seeking development funding and
UK-based producer

E=2010

Fire

Eva Riley

WRITER / DIRECTOR / SCOTLAND

Eva is an Edinburgh-
based writer and
director who
graduated from
Edinburgh Napier
University in 2009
with a BA in Film

and Photography,
specialising in film
directing. Alongside
her work on The Wind
and the Fire, Eva is
currently working on the development of

two short films as a director and as a script
developer/producer on a short animated film.

“... a new opportunity
to focus...”

“ENGAGE gave me the rare
opportunity to make lasting
relationships with filmmakers from
overseas whom I may otherwise
have never met. It also gave me

a new opportunity to focus on the
development of a feature film project.
Without the framework of ENGAGE
this process would have taken double
the amount of time and would have
been a much more lonely and less

enjoyable experience!”

PARTICIPANTS

Jenni Toivoniemi
WRITER / FINLAND

Based in Helsinki, Jenni is
constantly on the lookout for
innovative ways of developing
feature films (fiction or
documentary) with a strong
personal touch. She enjoys
working with a co-writer and
sees this collaboration as
crucial, since the very essence
of film is communication.

For Jenni, a script born from

a collaborative process is CONTACT:

easier to communicate to www.tuffifilms.com

all the other people who will
have a hand in making the film happen - and to
those who will eventually get to see it.

Jenni's first feature, Korso, co-written
with Kirsikka Saari, is now in pre-production
with Finnish production company Oy Bufo Ab.
Their former collaboration, Gorilla, a short film
for children, has been selected by numerous
international festivals and recently won a Special
Jury Prize at the Hamedan Film Festival.

Jenni is also working with fellow participant
Maija Hirvonen on the feature documentary Cat
Trap (see page 22).

“I have found important
collaborators...”

“ENGAGE was a great opportunity
to meet new filmmakers from all
over. | have also found important
collaborators with whom I look
forward to working on current and

tuture projects.”
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APPRAISAL

The Project Directors from

each partner institution review
ENGAGE's success so far and look
forward to the future

“For the third consecutive year, we, the
ENGAGE family, have succeeded in improving
and refining our project. Taking into account
feedback from both our participants and staff,
we are continually making improvements,
however small, for the following year of the
programme. It's always gratifying for us to see
how Europe's future filmmakers progress over
the three workshops, culminating in the final
pitching session in Helsinki.

“The development funding, generously
provided by our film finance agencies, has
once again rewarded the hard work and
commitment of the emerging producers,
writers and directors taking part in ENGAGE.
Building relationships is crucial and we are
convinced that we have an excellent balance
between training, education and industry. The
staff now know each other so well that it not
only assists ENGAGE as a training initiative but
also helps grow the co-operation between the
four film schools; we are all learning from one
another. As far as IADT is concerned, our daily
work in DUn Laoghaire feeds into ENGAGE, and
ENGAGE inspires what we do back home in
Ireland. Long may it continue!”

Donald Taylor Black

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

THE NATIONAL FILM SCHOOL AT THE
INSTITUTE OF ART, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
DUN LAOGHAIRE, IRELAND

“| am delighted that, throughout the last
three years, ENGAGE has continued to evolve,
reaching its maturity and finding its proper
dimension and content. This is most evident
from the meaningful relationships that have
been built between the partner schools,
participants and the partner countries' film
industries. The scope of these links reaches
further and further, to the extent that we

can now see a community of ENGAGE alumni
maintaining and developing their contacts and
benefiting from the continued support of staff
and industry.

“ENGAGE has also become an important
part of our school's curriculum, as a goal for
our students and graduates to aspire to. To
take part in the programme is a privileged
opportunity to develop a specific project and
access master classes by renowned experts.

It is difficult to imagine our production,
screenwriting and directing programmes
without this ENGAGE component.

“The truly international dimension of
ENGAGE is its most crucial aspect and, should
we be in a position to extend the programme
further through MEDIA MUNDUS, this would
give ENGAGE a truly global significance - and
reflect the nature of the actual filmmaking
community at large.”

Tyri Sillart
HEAD OF THE FILM DEPARTMENT

BALTIC FILM AND MEDIA SCHOOL AT TALLINN
UNIVERSITY

TALLINN, ESTONIA
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"ENGAGE is a great opportunity for our
students to learn international co-operation
in screenwriting and in developing a film
project. This collaboration between four
European universities that are among the
best in their field provides the students

- not to mention the staff - with positive
experiences in overcoming the various
problems and challenges always involved
in developing film projects. Such positive
experiences can grow into lifelong
partnerships and, as far as the schools are
concerned, we certainly keep learning from
one another.

“The ENGAGE workshops offer no-
nonsense, straight-forward sessions that
encourage hard work and creativity, through
which screenwriting and filmmaking practice
and education keep evolving into something
we could call ‘the art of making the best
of good company and wise advice'. For the
students and staff of Aalto University's Film
Department, ENGAGE has become one of the
highlights of the year."

“ENGAGE is a great
opportunity for our students

to learn international co-
operation in screenwriting and
in developing a film project.”
Professor Jukka Vieno

PROFESSOR OF SCREENWRITING

AALTO UNIVERSITY
HELSINKI, FINLAND

www.engage.eu.com

APPRAISAL

“Now ENGAGE has passed its third birthday
it has beqgun to feel like an established

part of the landscape for Screen Academy
Scotland students and graduates. It has
become one of the additional opportunities
they can look forward to - though they know
that places are highly sought after and they
will need to put their best ideas forward
and clearly demonstrate their commitment
to working internationally to be selected.
That in itself is something of a vindication
of the ENGAGE project: it has put European
collaboration firmly in the mainstream of
our graduates’ aspirations.

"Our staff too have continued to benefit
from the opportunity to share experiences
and compare notes with their counterparts
in Ireland, Estonia and Finland and to
network with their professional peers from
across Europe. As in many cases they are
themselves veterans of MEDIA-supported
programmes, they know very well the value
of structured professional development and
get as much out of ENGAGE as they put into
the participants’ learning. We are all grateful
for the insights taking part in ENGAGE
has provided us with and look forward to
continuing to engage in 2011."

Professor Robin MacPherson
DIRECTOR

SCREEN ACADEMY SCOTLAND
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND
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LOOKING BACK

ENGAGING success

As ENGAGE passes its third birthday, previous participants share their success stories

Simon Arthur ENGAGE 2008 / WRITER /
DIRECTOR / SCOTLAND

Simon has just completed his first feature
film. Shot in New York in December 2009 by
DoP Josh Silfen, Silver Tongues was edited
by Simon over the ensuing months. The film
follows a couple who drive across America,
using their talent for acting to wreak havoc
and ruin the lives of people in their path. But
each manipulation and false persona begins
to take its toll: soon the performances spiral
out of control and the lovers set out to destroy
each other.

Actors include Lee Tergesen (Oz,
Generation Kill) and Enid Graham (Margot at
the Wedding). The film was produced by Jared
Moshé (Beautiful Losers) and Leda Nornang
(Ghost Town) through Sidetrack Films.

Eva Pervolovici ENGAGE 2008 / WRITER /
DIRECTOR / ROMANIA / SCOTLAND

The project Eva developed on ENGAGE, now
titled lleana (previously Down the Rabbit
Hole) obtained development funding from the
Romanian National Centre for Cinema. Strada
Film, the Romanian company whose recent

If | Want to Whistle, | Whistle won the Silver
Bear at the 2010 Berlinale, are attached to
produce. The project has been selected for the
Thessaloniki Film Festival Balkan Fund and Eva
is hoping to shoot in 2013. Eva's had a very
active year, directing four short films, one of
which, as part of the Berlin Today Award, will
open the 2011 Berlinale Talent Campus. She is
also developing another feature project with

a French production company, planned for
production in February 2012.

Peter Badac PRODUCER / SLOVAKIA AND
Andrew Bond WRITER / DIRECTOR /
ESTONIA / BOTH ENGAGE 2009

Earth Attacks!, the mockumentary project
Peter and Andrew collaborated on as part

of ENGAGE 2009, is going from strength

to strength. Since attending the Mannheim
Meetings at the Mannheim Heidelberg Film
Festival (a prize the pair were awarded

on ENGAGE), the project has attracted
development funding from the Czech Film
Foundation, the Slovak Audiovisual Fund and
the Estonian Film Foundation. The film is
currently in pre-production, with Peter and
Estonian producer Piret Tibbo-Hldgins (who
was a feted guest trainer at ENGAGE 2008)
attached and an August 2011 shoot planned. To
complete the ENGAGE connections, Andrew is
collaborating with ENGAGE 2010 participant
Jelena Grigorjeva-Pazilina on the script.

Prize fund update:
the 2009 winners

Runner-up: Babel’s Market

Tomds Sheridan WRITER / DIRECTOR /

SCOTLAND / ITALY

The first thing Tomds did with the prize

money was to attend Sheffield Doc/Fest, the

largest Documentary forum in the UK and one

of the most important yearly hot spots for

commissioning editors from all over Europe.
“Sheffield was a real reality check,” says

Tomas. “Approaching commissioning editors

52 E=2010

in a relaxed atmosphere gave us the chance
to see how to adapt the story to the current
needs of the market thanks to their honest
and encouraging feedback.

“The development aspect of the
ENGAGE workshops proved to be invaluable.
It was a rare luxury to have experienced
lecturers and professionals offering one-
to-one meetings, advice and support. The
seminars and master classes also gave me
a clear understanding of how international
co-productions work, what we could expect
from them and most importantly that
sometimes the down sides can outweigh the
advantages.”

“Having deadlines to aim
for really encouraged us

to push forward with this
ambitious project and the
feedback from tutors and
fellow participants helped us
focus on the driving forces of
the story.”

Babel's Market is still in development and
seeking co-production partners.

Second prize: The Ropes

David Tynan WRITER / DIRECTOR / IRELAND
Thanks to the ENGAGE Prize Fund award, Dave
was able to devote some considerable time to
developing his TV series project The Ropes,
completing a pilot treatment, character bible
and new series outline. David is seeking interest
from commissioners.

LOOKING BACK

"It was, in hindsight, a strange choice to
choose to write a television pilot ahead of a
feature,” says Dave. "l don't regret that - The
Ropes is interesting material and television
drama is its natural medium. Furthermore, |
enjoyed educating myself about the rigours of
television drama. ENGAGE has unquestionably
been one of the more progressive things |
have participated in during the two years since
| graduated: the development prize remains
one of the most impressive credits on my CV.
And, of course, just the practice of writing to
deadline and pitching has made me better at
both for the future.”

First prize: Down the Hatch

Jenny Dahlstrém WRITER / FINLAND
David Lester Mooney PRODUCER/
IRELAND

The ENGAGE Prize Fund award gave Jenny
the opportunity to concentrate on writing full
time during the winter months. She carried
out further research, conducting interviews
with people whose life stories were related

to the issues tackled in her script. The prize
money really helped push the project forward:
Jenny and David both attended the Mannheim
Meetings, which enabled them to garner
interest from one of Finland's most successful
art-house production companies. Jenny has
since been awarded a grant from the Finnish
Film Foundation and has been in discussions
with a promising Finnish director interested in
the project.

Jenny says: “Down the Hatch is
progressing slowly but steadily thanks to
ENGAGE, without which | wouldn't have had the
opportunity to learn so much at the Mannheim
Meetings, and without which | wouldn't have
found a Finnish producer so easily.”

www.engage.eu.com 53



GUEST SPEAKERS

ENGAGE 2010 guest speakers

We wish to thank the following industry practitioners for sharing their
insight, experience and advice with our participants:

Ms Tiina Lokk / Founder and Programming Director /
Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival / Estonia
Mentoring, project development, one-to-one consultations

Mr David Keating / Director / Ireland
Case study: Wake Wood

Mr Brendan McCarthy / Screenwriter / Producer / Ireland
Case study: Wake Wood

Mr Andrew Freedman / Producer / Ireland
Case study: His & Hers

Mr Alan Maher / Production Executive / Irish Film Board
Case study: His & Hers

Mr Julian Friedmann / Literary Agent / UK
Pitching skills workshop

Mr Terry llott / Film Finance expert / UK
Film Finance workshop for producers

Ms Morag McKinnon / Director (documentary & fiction) / Scotland
Case study: (Donkeys; Breathing); project surgeries

Ms Mia Bays / Film Distributor and Production Development / UK
Development, Sales and Distribution for low-budget features

Mr Eddie Dick / Producer / Scotland
Film Financing - EU & Scotland

Ms Carole Sheridan / then Head of Talent and Creativity
at Scottish Screen
Film Financing - EU & Scotland

Mr Karlo Funk / Head of Production, Estonian Film Foundation
Panel discussion (Baltic opportunities); pitching panel

Mr Jarmo Valkola / Film Aesthetics expert / Estonia
One-to-one consultations

Mr Jarkko Hentula / Screenwriter / Finland
One-to-one consultations

Mr Aleksi Bardy / Screenwriter / Producer / Finland
One-to-one consultations

Ms Rasa Miskinyte / Documentary Producer / Lithuania

One-to-one consultations, panel discussion
(Baltic opportunities)
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Ms Riina Sildos / Producer / Estonia
Panel discussion (Baltic opportunities)

Ms Katrin Kissa / Producer / Estonia
One-to-one consultations, panel discussion
(Baltic opportunities)

Ms Marje Jurtshenko / Head of Programming, ETV2 / Estonia
One-to-one consultations, panel discussion
(Baltic opportunities)

Mr Peeter Urbla / Producer / Estonia
Project development, one-to-one consultations, panel
discussion (Baltic opportunities)

Ms Pirjo Airaksinen / Director of Programming,
Channel Four Finland
Pitching panel

Ms Leena Kemppi / Dramaturg (co-productions), YLE / Finland
Pitching panel

Mr Andrew Meehan / Head of Development,
Irish Film Board
Pitching panel

Mr Leslie Finlay / Development Executive, Creative Scotland
Pitching panel

Ms Christine Vachon / Producer / USA
Master class on US indie film production; pitching panel

“ENGAGE successfully brings
together creative talent, in film
and screen, of four European
nations — Scotland, Ireland,
Finland and Estonia — with
strong ambitions for their
creative sectors.”

Michael Russell MSP CABINET SECRETARY FOR
EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING / SCOTLAND

Thank you

The success of ENGAGE rests on the energy,
enthusiasm and commitment of many people
in different countries, among whom our special
thanks go to:

MEDIA
Ricard Moya, Aurélie Varin, Emma Valentine

Ireland

Donald Taylor Black, Barry Dignam, Paul Freaney, Anne
O'Leary, Jean Rice, Sadhbh Goodhue, Celine Blacow,
Linda Doyle, Thelma Gill, Kate Travers-Hannon

and Andrew Meehan at the Irish Film Board

Estonia

Jyri Sillart, Katrin Laur, Kadi Murr,

Tiina Lokk, Edith Sepp

and Karlo Funk at the Estonian Film Foundation

Finland
Jukka Vieno, Anna Heiskanen, Marja-Riitta Koivumaki,
llona Virtanen

Scotland

Professor Robin MacPherson, Paul Holmes,

James Mavor, Brian McGill, Oscar Van Heek,

Tamara Van Strijthem, Michele Marcoux, Carol Devlin,
David Griggs, Colette Pemberton

and Leslie Finlay and Morgan Petrie at Creative Scotland
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